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BEGIN SUMMARY 
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1. GOI FORMALLY SUPPORTS FRANCIS BLANCHARD (FRANCE) AS EUROPEAN 
CANDIDATE FOR ILO DIRECTOR GENERAL. HOWEVER, FOREIGN OFFICE QUESTIONS 
WHETHER WESTERN EUROPEAN CAN BE ELECTED. VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT 
CALDERA CONSIDERED BEST PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATE WHO COULD GAIN WIDE 
SUPPORT DEVELOPING NATIONS AS WELL AS AMONG WESTERN INDUSTRIALIZED 
COUNTRIES. END SUMMARY. 

2. LABATT DISCUSSED WITH RESPONSIBLE FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL 
(FALCHI) ITALIAN VIEWS ON SELECTION OF ILO DIRECTOR GENERAL TO 
SUCCEED JENKS. 

3. ITALY HAS NOW BEEN APPROACHED BY FRANCE WITH REQUEST THAT 
ITALIANS SUPPORT CANDIDACY FRANCIS BLANCHARD TO BE ILO DIRECTOR 
GENERAL. ITALIAN RESPONSE WAS TO OFFICIALLY VIEW BLANCHARD 
POSITIVELY AND SUPPORT HIM IN PRINCIPLE AS THE EUROPEAN CANDIDATE. 

ITALIAN SUPPORT, HOWEVER, PRO FORMA ONLY AS GESTURE OF EUROPEAN 
SOLIDARITY, AND IN FACT, GOI IN DOUBT THAT SUPPORT CAN BE MUSTERED 
FOR ANOTHER DIRECTOR GENERAL FROM A WESTERN INDISTRIALIZED COUNTRY. 
PERSONAL VIEW (IN CONFIDENCE) OF MINISTER FALCHI IS THAT BLANCHARD 
WHILE TECHNICALLY CAPABLE DOES NOT HAVE REPUTATION OR PRESTIGE OF 
WHICH THE ILO IN NEED. 

4. OTHER ANNOUNCED CANDIDATE TEVOEDJRE (DAHOMEY) CONSIDERED WEAK. 
SOMETIME CANDIDATE ARTURO MUNOZ-LEDO (MEXOCO) ALSO UNSUITABLE. 

5. GOI CONSIDERS BEST POSSIBLE CANDIDATE TO BE VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT 
RAFAEL CALDERA, IF CALDERA WIL BE "FULL TIME" DIRECTOR GENERAL. 

CALDERA WOULD BRING TO ILO THE PRESTIGE OF HIS OFFICE AND, IN 
ITALIAN VIEW, WOULD AS A LATIN AMERICAN REPRESENT A BRIDGE BETWEEN 
THE INDUSTRIALIZED WESTERN COUNTRIES AND THE UNDER-DEVELOPED 
WORLD-SOMETHING AN AFRICAN OR ASIAN CANDIDATE COULD NOT DO. THIS 
CONCEPT OF BRIDGE, HOWEVER, SEEMS CLEARLY CONTINGENT ON US VIEW 
OF CALDERA CANDIDACY. 

6. ITALIAN SCENARIO FOR ELECTION DIRECTOR GENERAL IS TO GIVE 

ABBAS AMMAR FULL POWER AS ACTING DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR APPROXIMATELY 
A SIX-MONTH PERIOD. ITALIAN DELEGATE AGO UNDER INSTRUCTIONS TO MAKE 
NO FINAL COMMITMENT TO BLANCHARD AT NOVEMBER GOVERNING BODY MEETING 
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ALTHOUGH BLANCHARD REMAINS FORMALLY BLESSED. INSTEAD AGO IS TO FEEL 
THE COLLECTIVE PULSE AND DETERMINE IF CANDIDACY CALDERA OR OTHER 
SUITABLE NON-EUROPEAN (PREFERABLY LATIN AMERICAN) IS LIVING REALITY. 

AT FEBRUARY/MARCH MEETING THE GB SHOULD FINALLY AGREE ON A CANDIDATE 
WHO COULD BE CONFIRMED THERE OR BY THE GB IN JUNE PRIOR TO THE ILO 
CONFERENCE. ITALIAN POSITION IS THAT GB SHOULD CONFIRM NEW 
DIRECTOR GENERAL BEFORE ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN ORDER TO PREVENT CON- 
FERENCE BECOMING INVOLVED IN ELECTION PROCEDURE THUS OPENING 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

PANDORA'S BOX. 

6. FOREIGN OFFICE MOST INTERESTED US VIEWS ON ELECTION DIRECTOR 
GENERAL, ESPECIALLY CANDIDATE OF OUR CHOICE. VOLPE 
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